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Lecture Abstract : Chinese indigenous people were recognized as 56
“minority peoples” since 1949. Special policies and laws were made, and
self-governing regions were set up to allow them to develop in their own
way. Tourism in these areas have been growing since 1980s. Many of
their cultural and natural resources, including tangible and intangible
heritages, have been under protection. From multi-cultural point of view,
these resources are rare and unique, and are important component
elements for Chinese culture as a whole. However, they also experience
difficulties facing mass tourism demands since 2000. This presentation
will take Naxi minority people in Lijiang city, Yunnan province as a case
study, and show how the people’s lives and their life spaces have
changed due to tourism development. The life-cycle of its tourism
process will be analyzed, and the value of “immersive tourism” is
emphasized.
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